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THE GREAT LAKES INTERNATIONAL IRONFEST 

May 23-24-25. 2008. BUFFALO N.Y. 

 

“Hammer on Down, the Anvils are in Our Town!” 

 
Hi there, my name is Peter Parry and I am honoured as chairman of this conference, which we have been 

calling the “GLIIF” , to invite you to join us in downtown Buffalo N.Y for what is shaping up to be a really 

great time for you and your family.  

 

The conference is being hosted by the Niagara Chapter of the New York State Designer Blacksmiths with the 

cooperation of blacksmithing groups from New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Ontario. We have five great 

demonstrators ready to give you two full days of demonstrations at two demo sites. 

 

Jymm Hoffman will be bringing along his historical traveling forge, and will cover several projects involving 

both basic and advanced techniques, as well as instruction in how to produce historically correct 

reproductions. 

 

From Ontario we have Mark Puigmarti and Bob Cook. Bob is the president of the Ontario Artist Blacksmiths 

Association. He and Mark, who is a professional smith, located not far from Toronto; have a terrific program 

lined up complete with a wonderful project I know you will really enjoy.  

Kim Thomas is well known for his restoration work on Yellin pieces which he will be discussing, as well as 

demonstrating traditional ornamental ironwork. 

 

Deke Wedow is a local professional smith who has been involved in metal art for over 30 years. Deke will be 

demonstrating the construction of large hollow animal heads as well as the tools to make them. 

 

The conference is being held at the Worthington Business Center which is located close to the downtown area 

of Buffalo. This is a very large complex with lots of room for tailgaters, campers, and motor homes. A public 

park is located next to the complex and arrangements have been made for tent camping. Twenty-four hour 

security will be in place through out your stay. Hotels are located close by. 

Saturday evening after dinner we will be having an auction so you can pick up some real treasures! 

 

 A teaching station which we are calling U-Forge will be up and running. We have invited a number of 

vendors so you can stock up on supplies and equipment. 

 

A spousal program is being set up with a local artist Judy Larkin instructing and assisting in the caning of a 

stool. 

The area boasts several large shopping malls and there are many galleries and museums to see. Niagara Falls 

and its many attractions is located about 30 minutes drive from the site. There is so much to see and do close 

by for you and your family on this Memorial Day holiday weekend. 

Jymm Hoffman is offering a one day advanced class on Monday the 26
th

.  This will be limited to eight people 

and will cover different forging techniques relating to historical and modern work. This will be a great 

learning experience. Each student will have their own forge and anvil, and lunch will be provided. 

 

A registration form and information links can be found on the NYSDB website. www.nysdb.org 

 

On behalf of the conference steering committee and myself, we look forward to welcoming you to Buffalo. I 

hope you will take this opportunity to partake in a great conference and to visit a really terrific part of the 

country. “Hammer on Down, the Anvils are in our Town!”  See you in May. 

  

Peter Parry 

905-894-4843 

blacksmith@forterie.com 

http://www.nysdb.org/


Great Lakes International IronFest 

GLIIF Blacksmithing Conference Registration Form 

May 23, 24, 25 & [26], 2008 - Buffalo, New York 

ñHammer on Down, the Anvils are in Our Townò 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Family Members/Spouse__________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address___________________________________________________________ 
 

City__________________________________________State/Province_____________ 
 

Zip/Postal Code____________________Phone________________________________ 
 

E-Mail_____________________________________ Member of___________________  
 

Registration Fees    Advance Registration Deadline is May 5, 2008.  Onsite registration begins at noon on May 23rd. 

 

Advance Conference Registration $60.00   _________________ 

 On Site Registration $80.00   _________________ 

Family Members/Spouse Advance $20.00 each _________________ 

(18 yrs & older) Onsite $30.00 each  _________________ 

Full time student   $30.00    _________________ 

One day only  $45.00 Saturday   _________________ 

  $45.00 Sunday    _________________ 

Jymm Hoffman Advanced Blacksmithing Class held on Monday 9am to 4pm 
Must be registered for conference, limited to 8 pupils $60.00 ___________________ 

Primitive Camping available for  

Trailers/Campers $10.00 /night X_____= _________________ 

 Tents  $5.00 /night        X_____= _________________ 

Meal Plans ï Onsite meal registration, add $2.00 per meal 

 Saturday Lunch $9.50       X_____= __________________ 

 Saturday Supper  $11.50      X_____= __________________ 

 Sunday Lunch $9.50        X_____= __________________ 

 Sunday Supper $11.50      X_____= __________________ 

Spousal Program- Chair Caning  

Saturday 9-12 am $20.00      X_____= ____________________ 

Total Registration Fee Paid by check   __________________ 
 

A catering truck will be available on site for purchase of breakfast Saturday& Sunday mornings between 7:30 and 

8:30 am. 
 

Please Note: While all reasonable precautions are taken it is recognized that there are some inherent dangers connected to this event 

and other common hazards of daily activity. Participation, to include viewing, is entirely voluntary and at your own risk. All who register 
and their guests automatically release GLIFF, all demonstrators and staff, the Worthington Business Center                          and all other 

persons or groups helping with this event from all liability should any accident or injury occur. There are no rights, privileges, newsletter 
subscription or other obligations granted or implied by this agreement. The fee you pay constitutes your temporary membership and 

voluntary acceptance of all restrictions and disclaimers of responsibility as given here and elsewhere while attending GLIFF 2008. 

ALL ATTENDEES MUST BE EQUIPPED WITH EAR AND EYE PROTECTION WHILE ATTENDING 

DEMONSTRATIONS AND TEACHING SEMINARS. 

 

Mail this completed form with payment (checks payable to NYSDB) to:  

  GLIFF Conference      

Dominic Spano 

2011 Girdle Rd. 

Elma, NY  14059 

                      

Email questions to: blacksmith@forterie.com or call Peter/Connie @ 905-894-4843 

  bcorneck@yahoo.com or call Bob @ 716-741-4311 

 

Further information is available on the website www.nysdb.org  

mailto:blacksmith@forterie.com
mailto:bcorneck@yahoo.com
http://www.nysdb.org/

